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MOTTOS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You wake up every morning to fight the same demons that left you 
so tired the night before, and that, my love, is bravery – unknown 
 
Your task is not to seek for love, but merely to seek and find all the 
barriers within yourself that you have built against it. - Rumi 
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ABSTRACT 
 
This study aims to reveal the kinds of inequalities that constrain Ann Veronica to 
get higher education and to analyze her struggles to reach her desire to get higher 
education in dealing with the gender inequalities that she faces. The researcher 
used feminist literary criticism to answer the objectives of the research. 
This study is a qualitative research employing content analysis method. The data 
source of this research is a novel entitled Ann veronica by H.G Wells which was 
published in 1909 by Harper & Brothers. The data were some expressions to 
convey the kinds of problems that constrain Ann Veronica to get higher education 
and her struggle in the novel. The instruments of the research are the researcher 
herself and the data sheet. Data analysis was conducted through six steps: 
identifying the data, reading and re-reading the data, coding and categorizing the 
data, sorting the data, interrelating the description, and interpreting the meaning of 
description. The trustworthiness of the data was gained by providing rich, thick 
description; reading and re-reading the data; and conducting triangulation. 
In the analysis, the researcher found two results related to the objectives of the 
study. The first result is related to the inequalities that constrain Ann veronica to 
get higher education. They are (1) stereotypes towards women: being domestic, 
being pure, and being irrational; (2) marginalization towards women: being 
discouraged and being discriminated; (3) subordinations towards women: women 
cannot become a decision maker in the family and women have less privileges 
than men; and 4) violence towards women. The second result is Ann Veronica’s 
struggle to reach her desire to get higher education. They are (1) having courage: 
leaving her family for freedom and living without protection; and (2) proving her 
ability to reach her goal: trying hard to be financially independent and studying 
for knowledges. 
Keywords: Gender inequalities, higher education, women’s struggle, feminist 
literary criticism, Ann Veronica. 
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 CHAPTER I  
INTRODUCTION 
      This chapter is divided into four sub-chapters; the first is the background of 
the study, the second is the focus of the study where the researcher provides the 
limitation of the research and the third sub-chapter is the objective of the research. 
The last sub-chapter is the significance of the research.  
A. Background of the Study 
       Education is the most essential part of human life. It becomes the most 
important key for women and men to develop themselves because education 
develops rational thinking and moral capacities.  Education can bring women and 
men into better lives. The better education they have, the better their lives can be. 
Education is the first step for men and women to get better access and knowledge 
in every aspect of life. Education for women in the 19th century was different 
from men’s. The society did not expect women to participate in education for the 
same purpose as men. Women got education to prepare them for domestic duties, 
while on the other hand, men got education to prepare themselves for their roles in 
the society (Burstyn, 2016: 20). Such condition makes women get less education 
than men. Women do not have the same privileges with men to get education, 
especially to get higher education. It makes men put domination over women. 
Men and women were divided into a hierarchy stratification which put women 
into the lower position than men. There is a boundary between men and women to 
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be equal, including to get equal in education. Women and men get education 
based on their roles in the family and the society. Traditionally, women’s roles are 
focused on the domestic chores. The household duties and activities become 
women’s job and responsibility. It is women’s obligation to get married and raise 
the children. Women devote their lives to their husbands and put their family's 
welfare before their own: to be loving, compassionate, caring, nurturing, and 
sympathetic. Meanwhile, men’s job is to be the financial provider and becomes 
the leader of the family. As the leader of the family, men have more privileges 
than women. Men have more freedom to express their creativity and achieve their 
dream. Men have better opportunities to access education than women. 
       The issue of women who cannot get higher education really happens in the 
19th century. Women and men lived in different spheres. Women lived in the 
private sphere where their activities involved around domesticity. While on the 
other hand, men lived in the public sphere, got involved in the society (Chapman, 
1968:10). Women had very limited positions in which they were only allowed to 
stay at home and did domestic duties. Women’s rights were restricted. They were 
unable to go outside home to get education. Therefore, it would be a problem for 
women who have desire to get higher education since they will not only fight with 
their family, but also the society. Men were able to live outside home to get 
education, to develop themselves, and to associate with other people. While on the 
other hand, women were forced to stay at home and to do domestic duties like 
taking care of children and the house.  
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       Women’s condition was different with what it is today. In the past, there was 
a term called “angel in the house”, which means that women’s position was 
limited only in the domesticity core.  It becomes the popular Victorian image of 
the ideal women (Honig: 1998) Women were expected to be devoted and 
submissive to their husbands. Women should be passive, weak, charming, 
graceful, gentle, self-sacrificing, pious, and pure. Women should possess purity 
traits and evolves their life around home. As an angel, women should be kept 
separated from the harsh life outside home. Their job is mainly to take care of 
their husband, children, and household duties. Because women do not have a 
place in the society, women are seen as less important than men.  This condition 
puts women in the lower position than men because it is men who take control 
over everything. It makes them get unequal treatments in the family and the 
society. Having unequal chances of getting education, women get other unequal 
treatments either in the family or in the society.  
       During the 19th century, the British Empire grew rapidly, ruled by Queen 
Victoria.  In that era, a king or a queen still had strong influences in politic than 
nowadays. While nowadays the Monarch remains neutral, in that era, the Monarch 
still got involved in running the government.  In the past, Britain's kings and 
queens were more powerful. They could make the decisions that affected 
everyone in the country. However, the decisions that Queen Victoria made during 
her reign were still far from women’s rights movement. Women have less chance 
than men to take a part in the society. Women were expected to be feminine, 
innocent, virtuous, dutiful and ignorant with intellectual opinion.  
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       There were some certain rules that brought disadvantages towards women 
such as the fact that women could not own property, women could not vote and 
also women could not get higher education. It became ironic because women still 
needed to struggle for their rights even though their country was led by a woman.  
This condition shows how strong patriarchal system in that era, a system that put 
women’s position under men. The patriarchal system becomes an acceptable idea 
that is widely accepted by the society. Women do not have a fair opportunity to 
develop themselves like men.  
       The successful development of the nation does not only depend on the 
government, but also depend on its citizens’ contribution (Singh, 2003:58). Since 
the role of women and men in the Victorian era was divided into public and 
private spheres, it can be seen that men took a bigger part in the nation 
development. Britain became the most powerful nation in that time with its 
scientific discoveries, technology advances, and economic prosperity. This 
condition reveals a huge discrepancy between women and men freedom. Men got 
a full freedom to be involved in public activities and become successful. While 
contrary, women’s freedom was restricted to domestic activities. In the economic 
development for example, men had full authorities to join in working world and 
business activities. However, women only could only work in the field that has 
correlation with domesticity. The limitation of women’s right to develop 
themselves also happens in the education field. Men can learn everything that they 
want to learn, while women only can learn something that will prepare them for 
domestic life. Whereas women still not allowed to read books and getting better 
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education, men can easily develop themselves in every kind of education that they 
want. This disparity brings men a well ahead of women. Unlike women, men can 
successfully develop themselves without any obstacles. The results of men’s 
development in the education is remarked by the invention of technology and 
scientific discoveries. Such issues mentioned above show a big gap between 
women and men to be equal. The rapid growth of British nation when it was led 
by a woman is imbalance with the progress of women’s rights to develop 
themselves.  
       However, in the middle of 19th century to 20th century women’s attitudes 
started to change. They finally saw how important education was for themselves. 
Women’s acceptance of traditional roles began to dissipate. They started to fight 
to get equal chance with men. If in the beginning women accepted their duties in 
the domestic life, now they start doing something different and look for new 
experiences in the society. They start to expand their abilities in the public sphere 
and voice their rights. Women start to fight for their position in the society. 
       Such an issue mentioned above also happens in the novel entitled Ann 
Veronica which was written by H.G Wells in 1909. Ann Veronica, the main 
character in the novel, does not have right to get access to higher education. She 
wants to get higher education in biology. However, as a woman, she is not 
allowed to study in the university by her father. Her father wants her to study in a 
women college which is focused on the education that prepares her for being a 
housewife. She needs to struggle to be able to get higher education. She can 
finally study on the subject she wants to learn. Ann Veronica does not only 
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struggle to get higher education, but also to deal with the society’s view that 
women are not supposed to get higher education. However, she breaks that belief 
and struggles to get higher education. There are many processes and obstacles 
during her journey to achieve her dreams. However, she never stops working on 
it. In the end, she can successfully achieve her goal and makes her family realize 
that she also has the same privileges to get higher education. 
B. The Focus of the Study 
       The inequalities of getting higher education for women are quite an 
interesting issue to be discussed. It is not only to gain the same opportunity of 
getting higher education, but also to assert the idea that women have the same 
ability with men in education. Women have faced the discrimination and 
limitation during their lives because they are assumed as less important than men 
both in the family and the society. They are always related to the domestic life and 
household duties. Women actually have the same right as men to develop 
themselves, including getting a better education. However, unfortunately women 
get limitation to get education, so they need to struggle to get equal opportunity in 
education with men. 
       In this research, the study focuses on the study of Ann Veronica’s constraints 
of getting higher education in Ann Veronica, written by H.G Wells in 1909. As a 
woman who lives in the Victorian era, she is treated differently by her father. She 
does not have the same chance like her brothers to pursue her dreams. Therefore, 
when she wants to study biology, she faces many obstacles. Moreover, the society 
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also do not agree on the idea that women are allowed to get higher education. 
They think that kind of thing will make women less womanly.  
       The research also focuses on Ann Veronica’s struggles from the inequalities 
she faces in her family and the society. Ann Veronica’s struggle apparently 
appears when she decides to leave her family to follow her desire in getting higher 
education. In the next time, Ann Veronica needs to struggle to live independently 
and pay her college tuition.  
       Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in revealing some 
points about the constraints Ann Veronica confronts and how she struggles to get 
higher education in the Ann Veronica novel, which is written by H.G Wells. The 
researcher is interested in revealing what the problems she gets from her family 
and the society and how she manages to deal with the problems. The problems of 
the research are formulated as follows: 
1. What are the inequalities experienced by Ann Veronica that constraint her for 
getting higher education? 
2. How does Ann Veronica struggle to deal with the inequalities she faces in 
trying to get higher education? 
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C. Objective of the Research 
       Based on the formulation of the problem above, the objectives of the research 
are as follows: 
1. to reveal the inequalities experienced by Ann Veronica that constraint her from 
getting higher education. 
2. to explain Ann Veronica’s struggle to deal with the problems she faces in trying 
to get higher education. 
D. Significance of the Research 
1. Academically  
This research reveals some points about women’s struggle in getting higher 
education and the way she solved the problem during her journey to achieve her 
goals. Thus, the researcher hopes it can enlarge the knowledge of the students that 
women also have right to get higher education even though it needs a long process 
and hard effort.  
2. Practically 
        This research can be a part of information for students in understanding 
that women also have the same privileges to get higher education as men have. 
The researcher hopes that this study can encourage other women to struggle 
and achieve their dreams because nothing is impossible as long as they have 
willingness to fight for their dreams.
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CHAPTER II 
LITERARY REVIEW 
      This chapter is divided into three sub-chapters; the first is the review of related 
theories the researcher uses to analyze the problems, the second is the review of 
related studies where the researcher provided other studies done by other people, 
and the last sub-chapter is a theoretical framework about the conceptual thinking 
of the study. The further explanation is more described in the following sub-
chapters. 
A. Feminism as a Movement 
        Since this study deals with the goal of the struggle of women, it is necessary 
to know the idea of feminism. The word feminism in English language itself was 
adapted from the French’s word feminisme, which was declared in the 1880s by 
Hubertine Aucler, a leader of French feminists and also the founder of the first 
woman suffrage society in France. This term started to be used in English 
language in the 1890s, coming into wide use in the 1910s. Previously, people used 
other terms “woman’s rights”, “woman suffrage”, or “the women movement”. 
These terms were used to indicate women’s works of equal rights as well as 
activism for higher education, better wages and the vote. (Rory Dicker, 2002:20). 
Feminism is the ground base of belief that women are people too. It is a 
movement for women to gain their freedom based on the fact that women are 
human who should be treated as human. Women should be able to use and 
develop their opportunity in the society.  
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Men should not eliminate and oppress women’s right. As it is stated by Freidan 
(in Rory Dicker, 2002:35) feminism is simply that women are people, in the 
fullest sense of the word, who must be free to move in society with all the 
privileges and opportunities and responsibilities that are their human. Talking 
about oppression towards women, Bell Hooks (2009:1) states that feminism is a 
movement to end sexism, sexist exploitation and sexist oppression. This definition 
suggests that women need to be freed from sexism or discrimination which is 
based on the belief that one sex is superior to the other. The domination is the root 
of the problem and the domination occurs when one person or group has power 
over another. Society needs to be transformed so that all systems of domination, 
including not just about patriarchy but also racism, imperialism, and capitalism 
are eradicated. Feminism, then, by ending domination in all of its guises, liberates 
people so they can be their best selves. 
       Another feminist, Barbara Smith (in Rory Dicker, 2008:19-23) states that 
feminism is the political theory and practice which struggles to free all women: 
working class women, poor women, women of color, disabled women, Jewish 
women, lesbians, old women, as well as white, economically privileged, and 
heterosexual women. The most striking thing about Smith’s definition is its 
insistence that feminism is for all women. Smith insists that women come from all 
shapes and sizes, with many kinds of concerns. It is not a movement which is 
designed only for women with the privileges, but also for all women without 
concern about their skin color, wealth or sexual orientation. Feminism cannot be 
concerned solely with the oppression women face as women but also it must be 
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concerned with oppression based on sex, race, class, ability, age and sexual 
orientation among other things. Feminism goal aims to free all women. 
    Even though Friedan, Hooks and Smith have the same idea about feminism in 
general: freedom for women, but they have different views about the meaning of 
feminism itself. Betty Freidan sees feminism from women as people, the reason 
why women should have freedom is simply because they are human too. Hooks, 
in the other hand, goes into a deeper meaning that feminism is an action to end 
sexism which every action needs the cooperation between men and women.   
       While Freidan and Hooks focus on the relation between men and women, 
Smith defines that feminism is not only about men’s oppressions toward women 
but also about opposing among women. Smith stated that feminism is a movement 
to free all women without concern about their status. In this context, the 
oppression can happen between women to other women because of their race, 
their social status, their ability and etc. From the idea of feminism stated above, 
people can see that feminism is dynamic, a movement which has a massive 
progress. It can be said that feminist thoughts have developed from time to time, 
and every thought completes each other. 
        Feminist scholars have traditionally identified periods in the history of the 
women's movement into three waves: first wave, second wave and third wave. 
The conceptualization of feminism in terms of waves for the first time was used 
by Martha Lear in March 1968 when she wrote an article for the New York Times 
Magazine in which she referred to a second feminist wave. When the women 
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history and movement was developed as an academic specialty in the 1970s, 
feminists began to trace their connections to the activists before them, referring 
their precursors as the first wave and themselves as the second. These days, this 
terminology is commonplace (Gamble, 2001: 15-17). 
       The first wave of feminism took place in the late 18th until 19th, emerging out 
of an environment of urban industrialism, liberal, and socialist politics. The goal 
of this phase is to open up opportunities for women to get education, job, own 
property and suffrage. This phase leads to the liberal feminist movement. This 
movement was centered in Europe and moved to America.  One of the most 
influential figures in the first wave feminism was Mary Wollstonecraft. French’s 
Revolution, which caused the social and political turbulence in that time inspired 
her to write Vindication of the rights of woman. This work became the symbol of 
the first modern feminism.  
       Wollstonecraft was the first feminist who digs up outspokenly about the right 
of the middle-class women, especially mothers as the major influences in the 
society. Her emphasis was to make women become smarter through the 
education. The Vindication was followed largely by a period of reaction, 
dominated by writers of advice manuals and conduct books, such as Mrs. Sarah 
who wrote immensely successful Women of England (1843), The mothers of 
England (1842) and The Daughter of England (1843). She described women as 
the relative figures who should not being isolated but rather connected to parents, 
husbands, and children that give them a role in the society. 
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       Another influential writer in the first wave was John Stuart Mill. His 
masterpiece was The Subjection of Women (1869). He concentrated on how the 
society had traditionally oppressed women and uses them as slaves. He argued it 
was based on the fact that men are physically stronger which he proved to be an 
absurd reason. Through his essay, he stated that the legal relations between men 
and women have been corrupted and the only way to change it was through the 
equality between the sexes. 
       According to Walters (2005: 97) second wave feminism began in 1960’s and 
it focused on the civil rights, described as a new period of feminist collective 
political activism and military. Whereas the first wave lobbied for women’s 
enfranchisement via the vote and access to the professions as well as the right to 
own property, the second wave of feminism talked in terms of liberation from the 
oppressiveness of a patriarchal society. Second wave feminism committed to 
build a body of knowledge which specially addressed the ways in which women 
have historically been marginalized both culturally and socially.  
       One of the most influential works in this era was Feminine Mystique (1963) 
by Betty Freidan. In her book, she emerged the new feminism of women’s 
liberation from the old feminism of equal rights. While the old feminist was 
individualist and reformist, the women’s liberation was collective and 
revolutionary.  
       She founded NOW (National organization for women) in 1966 which was 
very much into a liberal equal rights tradition based on the fact that although 
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women had gained the vote in 1920, they still experienced oppression in various 
ways, many of these stemmed from the fact that society regarded women 
primarily as wives and mothers who had little status in the society. The second 
wavers attempted to make some radical social and cultural changes, for instance 
by challenging women’s role as child bearers, access to education, jobs and 
reproductive choice.  
       Lesbianism is considered as one of the results of the second wave feminism. 
The dissatisfaction of women towards men makes the women search for the 
fulfillment in women. The beginning of lesbian was in the World War II where 
many of women participated in the army. They wore men’s clothing and acted 
like men. Lesbians assume the heterosexuality as a part of patriarchy so they fell 
in love with women. Lesbian ethics is not just about sexual orientation, but also a 
refusal to be defined either sexually or morally by men (Rory Dicker, 2002: 150). 
        Third wave of feminism began in the middle of 90’s and it was informed by 
post-colonial and postmodern thinking (Gamble, 2001: 65). It means that through 
the feminist movement, feminist try to open their mind. They dug deeper into the 
exact meaning of being women. They think critically about what actually becomes 
a problem in feminism. The problem is a question about their new identity of 
being a woman. The third wave feminism contains some debates which challenge 
the second wave paradigms, whether it is good or not for females. 
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B. Patriarchal Society 
      Rory Dicker (2002: 35) defines patriarchal society as a set of social relations 
which has a material base and in which there are hierarchical relations between 
men and solidarity among them which enable them in turn to be dominate women. 
The material base of patriarchy is men’s control over women’s labor power. That 
control is maintained by excluding women from access to necessary economically 
productive resources and by restricting women’s sexuality. Men exercise their 
control in receiving personal service work from women, in not having to do 
housework or rear children, in having access to women’s bodies for sex, and in 
feeling powerful and being powerful.  
      Patriarchy is described as a social structure where the actions and ideas of men 
and boys are dominant over women and girls. This circumstance of male 
dominant is reflected in correlative inequities throughout the society. In a family, 
the father or eldest male is considered the patriarch or “head of the household”. 
Patriarchal societies have costumes or laws where wives and children in a family 
are owned by the father or nearest male relative. In patriarchies at large, women 
are absented from or are in the minority of positions of government and religious 
institutions and have less access to economic wealth.  
      In education, patriarchy is remarked with the domination of men over women 
of getting access to education. The socio-cultural beliefs, practices, and attitude of 
society tend to favor the education of boys to the neglect of girls. Women have 
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less chance than men to participate in education because of the idea that education 
is not important for women (Tanye, 2008: 167).   
B. Gender Roles 
       It is important to know about the idea of gender roles since it becomes part of 
every feminist movement. The definition of gender in accordance with Scoller 
(1968: 67) is a term that has psychological or cultural rather than biological 
meaning.  In contrast to gender, sex is strictly restricted to biological aspects. It 
refers to the male or female sex and the component of biological parts that 
determine whether one is a male or female. This means that gender is not 
necessarily linked with a person’s sex, but seen as a social category.  
       Beauvoir (in Butler: 1996) said “one is not born but rather becomes a 
woman”. It means that the society reinforces gender roles. Females become 
women through the learning process. They acquire feminine traits and learn 
feminine behavior. Masculinity and femininity are not products of nurture or how 
individuals are brought up but they are causally constructed. People start to learn 
about gender roles from the early age based on the surroundings and what the 
societies believe. The society creates some norms which dictate men and women 
toward their behaviors. It shows what types of behaviors are generally considered 
acceptable and appropriate based on their actual sex.  
        From this point of view, people often find the differences in the equality 
between men and women's roles which are thought to be unfair.  The different 
roles in the society between men and women indirectly bring them into the gender 
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inequality. Gender inequality is defined as the disparity in status, power and 
prestige between men and women. The equality here does not imply that women 
and men are the same, but they have equal value which should be accorded to 
equal treatment. 
1. Gender Inequalities 
       The different roles between women and men in gender conduces gender 
inequalities (Fakih, 1996: 12). Gender inequalities bring disadvantages for 
women. Women do not have a chance to develop themselves in every aspect such 
as in social, politic, economy and education. Discrimination towards women to 
develop themselves becomes an obstacle for women to get equal position with 
men. Gender inequalities divided into four forms. They are marginalization, 
subordination, stereotype, and Violence. These forms can be applied in every 
aspect of life, such as in economy, politics, and education. 
a. Marginalization 
       Marginalization is the powerlessness and exclusion experienced by a group, 
resulting from an inequality of control of ‘resources and power structures’ within 
society (Singh: 2003). In gender, marginalization occurs when men's rights are 
considered more important than the rights of women. It happens in every aspect of 
life, such as government rules, faith, traditional costume and education. 
Marginalization starts from the family to the society as a whole. The example of 
marginalization in the family is the discrimination between men and women.  
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b. Subordination 
       Subordination of women means women have an inferior position than men. In 
the patriarchal society, there is an assumption that women’s role is lower than 
men. It makes women regarded as not important as men (Sultana, 2010:7). In the 
family, community and even in the country, many policies are made without 
considering women.  The society underestimates women as intellectually and 
psychologically less capable than men. Women are considered as the second-class 
group of people, therefore men hold the authority and power either in family or 
society. Society presume women do not deserve higher education because they 
will be only in the domestic area (Fakih, 1996: 73-74). 
c. Stereotype 
       Stereotype is a preconceived notion to certain groups or people which only 
brings disadvantages or injustice treatment. Some stereotypes are related to 
gender, between men and women. That kind of stereotypes makes women obtain 
unfair treatments as well as lose their rights to develop themselves and become 
independent from men. The society presumes that the main duty of women is to 
serve their husbands. Because of it, education for women are regarded as 
unimportant. (Fakih, 1996: 16-17) 
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d. Violence 
       Violence is an attack or invasion against the physical and mental integrity of a 
person's psychology (Fakih, 1996: 17). One of the forms of violence that happen 
in the society is based on gender. Basically, gender violence is caused by the 
inequality power between men and women, which make women get physical or 
mental abuse from men. Gender Violence is intended to establish and maintain 
control over the family, household members, intimate partners, colleagues, 
individuals or groups. Violence towards women can come in many forms such as 
rape, domestic violence, genital mutilation, prostitution, pornography and sexual 
harassment.  One of the examples of sexual harassment is providing sexual 
satisfaction for the return of financial support. 
2. Women’s Struggle in Gender Inequalities 
       The world struggle has been a common nation in feminism. Because of the 
gender inequalities, women need to struggle to get their rights. Hooks (2009: 7) 
stated that women should change themselves first before they can challenge the 
patriarchy. The first thing women need to have is a conscious mind. By having 
consciousness, women will be aware that they have unequal opportunities in every 
aspect of life with men, including education. Having consciousness becomes the 
first step for women's movement because it will make them realize that they 
should struggle to cope with the gender inequalities. 
       Wollenscraft (in Tong, 2009: 15) suggests women to get education to develop 
their rational thinking and moral capacities. Women deserve the same education 
 20 
 
with men. Through education, women have knowledge which will help them to be 
more aware of their rights and more confidence to fight for it. Moreover, it will be 
easier for educated women to become independent from men because they have 
proper background and knowledge. Both Hooks and Wollenscraft ideas are very 
important for women’s struggle especially for having the same chance with men 
to get higher education. There are some ways women should have of gaining the 
equality in higher education. First, women should  consciousness about their 
rights. The second, women should aware the important of education for 
themselves. Having equality in education is the first step for women to get the 
same equality with men in other aspect such as in economic and politic. 
C. Feminist Literary Criticism 
      Literature is a creative form of writing which reflects and mirrors human 
experience (Abram, 2005:51).  The relationship between literature and reality is 
really close. The close relationship between literature and reality is reflected in the 
social interpretation of literary works. In literature, it is claimed that the reader can 
find expression of the highest ideals and aspirations of humankind as the noblest 
as the noblest examples of human thoughts and actions. The relationship between 
men and women, with each convention in the society, is often portrayed in 
literature. The women’s experiences, the author’s thought of the relationship 
between men and women in a particular society, and the reader’s reaction of the 
experiences are the important ideas to be revealed from literary texts by a kind of 
literary criticism which focus on women’s experiences, feminist literary criticism. 
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       Feminist literary studies have touched upon a vast array of critical problems, 
among which are the following: the reconstruction of women’s history and of 
female literary tradition, feminist historiography, canon formation, black feminist 
criticism, and the critique of representations of women in the visual arts and in 
literature. Feminism, as a political perspective concerning in the experiences of 
women, views literature as an influential cultural practice which is embodied in 
powerful institutions (Makaryk, 1993 :39). 
     According to Lois Tyson (1999 :100-111) the ultimate goal of feminist 
criticism is to increase our understanding of women’s experience, both in the past 
and present and promote our appreciation of women’s values in the world. In its 
concern with the way women are treated in literature, feminist literary criticism 
has broadened our reading and our culture. It has brought a female sensibility to 
the previously male –dominated literary establishment and canon, helping 
rediscover lost writers and works as well as raising interesting possibilities for 
new literary traditions.  
       Feminist literary criticism identifies the female character. This is a way to 
challenge the male-centered outlook of the authors. Feminist literary criticism 
suggests that women in literature were historically presented as objects seen from 
a male perspective. Moreover, feminist literary criticism reevaluates literature and 
the world in which literature is read, questioning whether society has 
predominantly valued male authors and their literary works because it has valued 
males more than females.  
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       In addition, one of the jobs of feminist is to examine the representations of 
women in the literary works produced by men and women (Barry, 1988 :134). In 
many cases, the representation of women in the literary works made by women 
and those made by men are often considered to have differences. The inequalities 
and discrimination in many fields for the women are believed to be the reason 
why the representation of women is negative in the most of men’s works.  
       Mary Astell’s Some Reflections Upon Marriage is an interesting writing 
about her thoughts in education. It was encouraging that Astell did not simply 
condemn men but rather discussed what could be improved upon as they choose 
wives. Astell indicates that friendship is a key feature in building a positive 
marriage. She stressed that men should treat females with respect. Astell indicates 
the importance of the equality that should be reflected between both sexes. Astell 
wrote about the importance of a good education for women: 
 “…me thinks it is strong enough to prove the necessity of a good 
Education and that Men never mistake their true interest more than when 
they endeavour to keep Women in Ignorance.... the more Sense a 
Woman has, the more reason she will find to submit to it…” (Astell, 
1996 :52).  
       This identifies her determination to make the well-being of women a priority 
and like men, they should be given the opportunity to receive a good education. 
Also, she states that this education will give some important advantages on 
women. Through the education, women can become more sensible and smarter 
which are useful toward marriage itself. 
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        Astell’s idea about the importance of women’s education can be compared to 
Mary Wollstonecraft’s views about equality for women and their right to be 
educated. Wollstonecraft (1792: 29) stated that the woman who strengthens her 
body and exercises her mind will be able to manage her family and practice 
various virtues. Education also can make women become independent, not just 
being a humble dependent of her husband. Wollstonecraft demonstrated that 
women should be educated in the same manner as men, and be their companions, 
rather than merely their wives and servants.  
       Both Astell and Wollstonecraft share the same belief that education is 
important for women and their marriage. They believe that if a woman is properly 
educated she can develop a meaningful friendship with her husband. It is 
interesting to see the similarities between Astell and Wollstonecraft’s writing. 
Both attempted to provide a rational examination of the relationship between men 
and women and identify the inequalities of the relationship. Each suggested that 
education can increase the harmonious relationship for both sexes. Men should 
not see education for women as a threaten, but as an opportunity for women to 
improve the quality of the relationship between them. They insisted that women 
and men should be educated together. 
D. Previous Studies 
        Herbert George Wells has made several international bestselling novels such 
as The Time Machine, The Island of Doctor Moreau, The Invisible Man, The War 
of the Worlds, When the Sleeper Wakes, and The First Men in the Moon. 
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However, this novel that is entitled Ann Veronica is the most unique one since the 
story consists of the idea of feminism. 
       In this part, the researcher will review the related studies that have been 
conducted. The study is taken from a research entitled The Feminism and 
Femininity of Ann Veronica in H.G Wells’ Ann Veronica by Liem Satya Limanta. 
He studies about the two side characters of Ann Veronica in the novel and focuses 
on her psychological development. The writer stated that the novel depicts two 
characters of Ann Veronica, her feminism and her femininity.  Her feminism 
reflected through her willing to be independent and her femininity reflected 
through her craving for love. 
        The second study is taken from Violence and Oppression toward Women in 
Ann Veronica by H.G. Well by Idris. The writer studies about what kind of woman 
problems covered in the novel such as violence and oppression of woman that 
happened to the main character. The writer stated that the violence and oppression 
reflected in the main character of Ann Veronica novel takes two main forms 
which have any derivation on each aspect. First is violence, which is divided into 
two parts active and passive violence. The second is oppression which is also 
divided into two parts physical and emotional oppression.  This research is 
different from the previous research in this research because the researcher 
focuses on the analysis of the struggle of Ann Veronica to pursue higher 
education in the 19th century in England.  
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E. Social Background  
1.  Education for Women in 19th Century in England 
       Education system in the Victorian era is affected by social and economic 
forces of the industrial revolution. The purpose of education as a means of both 
social control and individual betterment. Social control was emphasized in the 
education of the lower classes while individual betterment for the middle class. 
The lower classes were taught primary to know their place and were given only 
the rudiments of literacy. However, it was possible for bright lower class students 
to improve their position in the society. Among the middle classes, the school was 
designed to emphasize scholarship, competitive examinations, moral behavior and 
self development (Mudorch, 2014: 193).  
       The class between social control and individual betterment applied 
particularly to men's education. For most of the century, social control was the 
predominant theme of Victorian education for women of all classes. The control 
was expressed through the ideal of womanhood. When the Victorian began to use 
education as means of upward mobility they did not expect girls to participate in 
education for the same purpose as boys, because they believed that women 
acquire status through men, not through their own efforts (Vicinus, 1973: 128). 
The inequalities of education for women in the 19th century can be seen through 
two aspects: from gender perspective and social status perspective. From social 
status perspective, women get different kind of education based on their class in 
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the society. While from gender perspective, women experience an inequalities 
opportunity of  getting higher education like men. 
 
a. Women Education Based on their Class Status 
       Even though education for women have the same purpose to prepare them for 
domesticity, women had a different kind of education based on their class status in 
the society. Education for women based on their social status can be divided into 
two groups: education for the elite women and education for working class 
women. 
1). Elite women education 
       Murdoch (2014:193) stated that education for girls from the aristocracy and 
upper-middle classes in the Victorian era primarily took place at home, 
technically within a designated school room. The quality of gentlewomen's 
education varied widely, but for the most part was a serious and structured 
undertaking. Mothers guided daughters in their lessons, though fathers also often 
specialized instruction. Governesses technically took charge of educating girls 
older than six or seven. Some women recalled their childhood governesses with 
great fondness, while others critiqued governesses' harsh discipline and shoddy 
academic training. Most aristocratic and upper-middle-class girls studied the 
basics of scripture, reading, writing, and arithmetic. Many also had lessons in 
literature, history, geography, and botany, along with training in French, German, 
Italian, and possibly Latin and Greek. In comparison to girls from the aristocracy 
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and upper-middle-classes, middle-class girls received instruction that was 
notoriously uneven and often superficial. They learnt about piano, embroidery, 
watercolors, and French  language. This education meant to make them become 
enticing wives. If they did not educated at home, girls from middle-class families 
attended private day schools. After they reached adolescence, They attended  
secondary boarding schools. The number of day and boarding schools for middle-
class children increased dramatically during the 19th century.   
       However, the quality of girls' schools generally lagged far behind those for 
boys, so that the gap in academic training for boys and girls remained greatest 
among middle-class children. Girls' schools technically gained prominence for 
their social networks and emphasis on cultivating female respectability, rather 
than for their academic programs. A girl's education at that time seemed to have 
for its prime object the art of making a home attractive. Middle-class girls' 
education continued to encourage the ideal that women's primary role was 
domestic. 
2). Working class women education 
       Working-class children experienced the most extensive changes in education 
over the course of the 19th century. Before the creation of national education in 
1870, most working-class children did not regularly attend schools of any kind. 
When parents could afford to send children to school, they were more likely to 
send boys than girls. Those girls who received formal education before 1870 
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would have attended religious or charity schools or small private schools 
(Mudorch, 2014 : 194).  
      Girls from families of the working poor who could not afford any school fees 
might attend charity day schools, also known as "ragged schools." The Ragged 
School Union was founded in 1844 to educate poor children. By 1870, there were 
around 350 ragged schools in Britain. The schools offered basic instruction in 
reading scripture and writing along with essential economic support through 
associated programs like children's teas, soup kitchens, and clothing donations. 
Parents more often kept girls home to work or care for younger siblings ( Burystn, 
1980: 98).  
b. Higher Education for Women  
      Mudorch (2014: 195) stated that women of all classes seeking university or 
specialized higher education had extremely limited opportunities, particularly 
before the creation of the first women's colleges in the mid-Victorian period. Most 
women who continued their studies and became experts in their fields did so 
mainly through self-education and chance opportunities. Even elite women who 
sought training in traditionally male fields faced incalculable obstacles. Women 
were excluded from the universities as well as from most professional and learned 
societies where members presented and discussed research, such as the Royal 
Geographical Society (until 1913), the Society of Antiquaries of London (until 
1920), the Royal Chemical Society (until 1920), the Royal Academy of the Arts 
(which had two women among its founders in 1768, but no other women members 
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until 1922), and the Royal Society of London for Natural Knowledge (known as 
the Royal Society, it was the oldest, most esteemed society, founded in 1660). The 
Royal Society did not admit women fellows until 1945. 
       In the second half of the 19th century, many women dedicated their lives to 
establishing women's colleges and opportunities for higher learning. However, 
some of the first female colleges were not created in order to women with the 
same opportunities as men, but rather to enhance what educators understood to be 
women's appropriately feminine areas of expertise. Thus, Queen's College, 
London, opened in 1848 primarily as a training school for governesses. Other 
reformers, such as the abolitionist Elisabeth Reid and the suffragist Emily Davie, 
promoted women's colleges out of the belief that women should study the same 
subjects as men (Vicinus, 1973:97).  
       In 1871, Newnham College in Cambridge was opened for women. After 
being denied the opportunity to pursue her medical training at the University of 
Edinburgh, Sophia Jex-Blake created the London School of Medicine for Women 
in 1874. Similarly, Emily Davies joined her father and close friend Elizabeth 
Garrett Anderson  to demand the University of London offered degrees to women. 
The University of London became the first university in the United Kingdom to 
admit women for all degrees, including medicine. Unsurprisingly, many of these 
early advocates for women's education emerged as leaders of the women's 
suffrage movement (Mudorch, 2014 : 196). 
2. H.G Wells and Ann Veronica 
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       Understanding the author’s past will give us a better understanding of the 
literature works. Experiences and information from the author’s past could be 
related to the events, plots and other elements in literature works, providing the 
readers with the needed information to arrive at a better understanding of the 
literary work. Here H.G Wells’ background information will provide the means of 
understanding his literature work. In this case, his background information could 
be related to Ann Veronica. 
        Herbert George Wells (1866-1946) born in Bromley, Kent came of a very 
modest middle-class family; was employed at a draper’s store, then as a pupil 
teacher in a school, until he became a student at a college of science where he 
followed the lecture of Huxley. Even tough H.G Wells is a male writer, he has 
feminism sensibility.  Gradually, Wells abandoned science fiction and instead 
began writing novels with female protagonists, set among the British lower 
middle class. Here, Wells brought his political views regarding women’s suffrage, 
economic independence, and rights to education to the forefront. Wells wrote six 
novels of this kind, the most famous is Ann Veronica which was published in 
1909 (Lambert: 2009). 
       H.G. Wells' Ann Veronica was rejected by Macmillan publishers a year 
before it published. It raised direct responses, both pro and contra. As early as 
October 4, 1909, Scott-James in the Daily Review made a complimentary 
comment that “it is an excellent novel” because “the characters gradually grow 
into vital personalities” (Wells, 1999:266).  The novel also got another critic in 
November 20,1909. The Spectator labelled the novel as a poisonous book which 
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is capable to poison the minds of the reader (Parrinder, 1972:169-70). The novel 
became  controversial because it violated Victorian idealism images of women.  
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F. The Conceptual Framework 
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inequalities she faces? 
First Wave 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
       The result and the conclusion of a research should be as reliable as possible. 
So, it is important to apply a correct method in a research.  In this chapter, the 
researcher will describe about the data analysis method. It consists of research 
design, data of the research, the source of the research, the data collection 
technique, the data analysis technique, the instrument of the research and the 
validity of the result. 
A. The Research Design 
       According to Kerlinger (1986: 279) research design is the plan, structure, and 
strategy of investigation conceived to obtain answers to research questions and 
control variance. There are two main general approaches in the research, 
qualitative research and quantitative research. Qualitative research design 
identifies the data in the form of sentences while the quantitative research is to 
develop and employ mathematical models, theories and or hypotheses pertaining 
to phenomena.  
       The qualitative method investigates the reasons and ways of decision making 
not just what, where or when. On the other hand, quantitative research is to 
develop and employ mathematical models, theories and or hypotheses pertaining 
to phenomena. This research uses qualitative research design since it does not 
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have correlation with numbers or measure. The main data are collected from Ann 
Veronica novel.   
     A content analysis is used to analyze the data in this research. According to 
Babbie (2013: 677) content analysis is a technique of gathering and analyzing the 
content of the text whose data refer to words, symbols, etc. This technique is used 
because the subject which is analyzed is part of the intrinsic element, particular 
plot or the character without referring to the extrinsic element which is the author 
of the novel. The data are collected in the form of sentences, categorized those 
data, and interpret the meaning of the data as the portrayal of women’s struggle. 
B. The Data and the Data Source  
       Qualitative data come in the forms of photo, written words, phrases, or 
symbols describing or representing people, actions, and events in social life 
(Neuman, 2007: 328). Therefore, qualitative data of this research is a collection of 
information that comes in the form of written words and phrases which are 
describing or representing people, actions, and events in social life. Based on the 
explanation above, the data of this research are some phrases, clauses, sentences, 
and expressions related to: related to: A) the gender inequalities Ann Veronica 
faces of getting higher education and B) Ann Veronica’s struggle to get higher 
education. The data was taken from the novel entitled Ann Veronica which was 
written by H.G Wells. The novel was published for the first time in 1909 by T. 
Fisher Unwin. It was published again by the Sheba Blake Publishing in 2014 in 
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the paperback format. This novel has 231 pages which are divided into 
seventeenth chapters.  
      In this study, the researcher also uses some books, journals, and websites 
which have correlation with feminism and gender discrimination related to the 
struggle of women to have access to education. Those resources are taken to 
enrich the researcher’s knowledge and comprehension in conducting this research. 
C. The Instrument of the Research 
      The main instrument of this research is the researcher herself, as it stated by 
Creswell (2007: 38) that in a qualitative research, the researchers collect data 
through examining documents, observing behavior, and interviewing participants. 
The researcher is the one who actually involved in all of the processes of the 
research. The researcher has roles as the designer, the data collector, the data 
analyst, the interpreter, and the data reporter of the research finding.  The second 
instrument is the data sheets that be used by the researcher. 
D. The Data Collecting Technique 
       In this research, the researcher uses the technique of analysis of document and 
material culture since the source of the data was a written text (Vanderstoep and 
Jhonston, 2008:189). The process of data collecting technique consists of four 
steps: careful and comprehensive reading, note taking, data interpreting, and data 
categorizing. The writer read Ann Veronica carefully and comprehensively to get 
the trustworthiness of the data. The researcher read the novel for several times to 
get a better understanding about the novel. 
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         To obtain the necessary data, the researcher also took notes and highlighted 
the data which were related to gender discrimination towards education and the 
struggle of a woman to have the same right in the education.  Then, the data were 
interpreted using feminist literary criticism. The last process, the data were 
categorized into some units which were relevant to the objective of the study. The 
categorized data was put into a table of data collection and classification. Some 
sentences were marked in bold which support and emphasize the categories she 
made to ease the analyzing process. 
Table 1. The inequalities Ann Veronica Faces of Getting Higher Education 
No Category Quotation Meaning Page/ 
chapter 
1 Stereotypes “Do you mean, aunt,” she asked, 
“that my father thought I had 
gone off—with some man?” 
What else COULD he think? 
Would any one DREAM you 
would be so mad as to go off 
alone?” 
Ann Veronica is 
being stereotyped as 
domestic 
73/ 1  
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Table 2.  Ann Veronica’s struggle to get higher education 
No Category Quotation Meaning Page/ Chapter 
1. Having 
Courage 
 “What can one do?” asked 
Ann Veronica. “Would 
you stand it? I’m going to 
clear out.” 
“Clear out?” cried Hetty. 
“Go to London,” said Ann 
Veronica. 
Ann Veronica leaves 
her family to reach her 
dream studying in 
biology 
61/5 
 
E. The Data Analysis Technique 
       In this qualitative research, the content analysis technique is used to gather 
and analyze the data. According to Babbie (2013:534) content analysis is a 
summarizing what is in the text that relates to the scientific method and it is not 
limited as to the types of variables that may be measured or the context in which 
the message is created or presented. Therefore, in this study, the researchers took 
some step-in order to get the data interpretation and conducted several steps to 
analyze the data, they are: 
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1. reading and re-reading Ann Veronica by H.G Wells, 
2. marking any sentences and discourses which have relation with women’s right 
for education, 
3. identifying and selecting the data which are relevant to the research question, 
4. classifying the data based on the categories and codes into sentence and 
discourse forms which related to the research question, 
5. analyzing the data based on the theoretical framework to evaluate the data, 
6. extracting the data to create an interpretation, and 
7. applying the measure of trustworthiness by triangulation process. 
F. The Trustworthiness of the Data 
       According to Straus and Glasser (1967 :67) in a qualitative research the 
trustworthiness is important because it allows the researcher to describe the 
virtues of the qualitative terms that are typically applied in the qualitative 
research.  On the important meaning, trustworthiness can be thought of as the 
ways in which qualitative researchers to ensure the transferability, dependability, 
conformability and credibility in their research. 
       Credibility is the concept of the internal validity to prove the quality of the 
data through the triangulation process. Triangulation is a method of finding out 
the distance and position between two fixed points and then measuring the angle 
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from each other to the third point. Therefore, the researcher consults with her 
supervisors about the problems, theory, methods, and the result of the research. 
     Dependability is the concept of reliability as a degree to measure whether a 
process is not consistent related to time.  It is gained by intra- rater technique: the 
researcher read and re-read the data until she got certainty about the data with the 
valid interpretation. Transferability is how the researcher the researcher transfers 
her findings into the reader. To fulfill this aim, the data is organized as clear as 
possible so the readers are easy to understand the findings. 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
      This study focuses on the kind of constraints the main female character faces 
to get an education and how she faces that constraint in the novel. In this chapter, 
the findings and discussions are presented in two different groups: the description 
of the kinds of problem and the struggles of the main female character to get 
higher education. 
       Women’s position in Ann Veronica’s society is seen as the term of unequal 
rights in the public sphere. The only place that society thinks it suits for women is 
domestic, in the family and household. Women have difficulties to get involved in 
the public sphere, including participating in education. Ann Veronica tries to 
participate in the public sphere. However, as a girl who lives in the era that holds 
strong Victorian values, which limits women’s rights, it is hard for her to be 
equally independent with men, especially in education. She wants to become an 
independent woman and pursue her dream to get higher education in the biology 
subject. The society presumes that the subject she wants to learn is far from 
womanhood and it is considered as man’s subject. Women can only learn 
something that related to domestic life. Due to that condition, Ann Veronica faces 
difficulties to pursue education in the subject that she wants to learn. However, 
Ann Veronica does not want to give up. She fights for her dream. She finally can 
study in the subject that she wants to learn. 
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A. The kinds of Inequalities Ann Veronica faces for Getting Higher 
Education 
       There are some problems that constraint Ann Veronica to pursue higher 
education. It comes from both her family and her society. The constraints are: 
stereotype towards women, marginalization towards women, subordination 
towards women and violence towards women. 
1. Stereotypes towards Women 
       Stereotype is a preconceived notion to certain groups or people which only 
brings disadvantages or injustice treatment (Fakih, 1996: 16). Some stereotypes 
are related to gender, between men and women. That kind of stereotypes make 
women obtain unfair treatments as well as lose their rights to develop themselves 
and become independent from men. Ann Veronica faces some stereotypes which 
constraint her to pursue her dream to study biology. There are three kinds of 
stereotypes that can be found in the novel: being domestic, being pure and being 
irrational. 
a. Being Domestic 
       The society where Ann Veronica lives, women encounter some difficulties to 
participate in the public sphere.  It is because the society assumes that the right 
place for women is in the private sphere, where household and domesticity 
become their duties. Women can only participate in the public sphere if it has a 
correlation with the domestic life. In education, for example, women have a 
chance to get education but their education is still limited. Education for men and 
 42 
 
women in the Ann Veronica’s society has a different function. Women pursue 
education to prepare themselves for domesticity, while men pursue education to 
prepare themselves for something beyond domestic life. It is unfair for women 
because what women can learn is limited. Education for women in that era is 
regarded as less important than education for men.  Women can only learn 
something that is useful for domestic life, such as sewing, gardening and cooking. 
Moreover, most women in Ann Veronica’s society only go to the women's 
colleges where most of the subjects that be taught there is about marriage and 
mothering. This phenomenon becomes a constraint for Ann Veronica because the 
subject that she wants to study does not have anything to do with domesticity.  
       In Ann Veronica’s society, the duties for young women are searching for the 
ideal husband and preparing to be a good wife. To fulfill these duties, women 
should have several qualities. Women should look innocent and show no interest 
to the outside world, including education. They believe that the more they master 
these qualities, the greater their chances of getting an ideal husband. The society 
demands women to look less smart instead of educating them. 
       Family should be the first place to gain support for everything that Ann 
Veronica does.  However, in the contrary, her family becomes the biggest 
constraints for her to pursue her education because her family believes that the 
right place for women is in the house. Ann Veronica decides to leave her house 
and pursue higher education in the biology subject at the Imperial College in 
London However, her father does not presume she leaves home because of it, as 
shown in this passage: 
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“Do you mean, aunt,” she asked, “that my father thought I had gone 
off—with some man?” 
What else COULD he think? Would any one DREAM you would be 
so mad as to go off alone?” 
After – after what had happened the night before? (Wells, 2014: 73) 
 
       Ann Veronica has quarrel with her father before she decides to leave her 
house and pursue her dream. Her father does not allow her to go to the ball. For 
Ann Veronica, she wants to go the ball because she wants to learn new things. 
Moreover, the ball is held in London, the city where the university she wants to 
enter is located. However, her father does not think that she would have left her 
home because of his restrictions towards her. Ann Veronica’s father assumes that 
Ann Veronica only has interest in domesticity. He thinks that Ann Veronica is not 
serious with her proposal about education.  It implies that Ann Veronica’s father 
stereotypes Ann Veronica as being domestic. Her father regards her that the only 
thing she cares about is finding the right man for herself. Thus, when she decides 
to leave her house to reach her dream, he thinks it is because of a man. This 
condition represents that in her society, women are always connected with the 
domesticity where marriage and mothering are the goals they should have in their 
life. It is difficult for them to participate beyond that scope. It is unfair because 
women also have right to go outside of the house to pursue what they want, 
including to get better education. Therefore, the stereotype that women are 
domestic becomes one of the Constraints Ann Veronica faces to get education. 
 
 
 44 
 
b. Being Pure 
       The Victorian ideal of womanhood is “the Angel in the House”.  Women are 
regarded as pure and innocent. They should be confined in home, to protect them 
from the immoral influences of the world (Patmore: 1887). Ann Veronica lives in 
the society where its people have strong beliefs that woman are pure. Parents have 
a significant role to educate their daughter to have such character. Mother, guided 
and controlled by the father, puts the biggest responsibility to direct their 
daughter’s purity.  Because Ann veronica’s mother has died, the role of mother is 
replaced by her aunt. Her aunt restricts Ann Veronica’s right to read books as 
shown in this passage below. 
She read voraciously, and presently, because of her aunt’s censorship, 
she took to smuggling any books she thought might be prohibited, 
instead of bringing them home openly, and she went to the theatre she 
could produce an acceptable friend to accompany her (Wells, 2014: 7) 
 
       This passage shows that Ann Veronica’s aunt chooses what Ann Veronica 
should read and what she should not in order to maintain her purity. She need to 
be careful to read some books because it will become a problem for her if her aunt 
finds it out. From the datum above, it implies that it is hard for Ann Veronica to 
educate herself for something general. Moreover, she wants to get an education in 
the biology subject which is really far from womanhood. It will take a real 
challenge for Ann Veronica to pursue her dream in biology 
        In Ann Veronica’s society women are responsible for the moral education of 
their children. Women are also supposed to elevate her husband's morality by 
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being his spiritual advisor. Because of that, women are expected to be pure and 
initiates spirituality from the religious teaching. That is why when Ann Veronica 
expresses her desire to enter biology college in London, her father does not agree 
with her as shown in this passage. 
“Now look here, Veronica, let us be plain with each other. You are not 
going to that infidel Russel’s classes. You are not going anywhere but to 
the Tredgold College. I have though that out, and you must make up your 
mind to it. All short of considerations come in. While you live in my house 
you must follow my ideas” (Wells, 2014: 21) 
 
        This passage shows that Ann Veronica’s father wants his daughter to be 
pure. In order to be pure, Ann Veronica cannot study something beyond the 
religious teaching, especially science. Ann veronica’s father assumes that religion 
and science contradict one another. Religion requires faith and sacredness, 
acknowledging philosophical and metaphysical explanations with regard to the 
study of the universe.  In the other hand, science acknowledges reason. Studying 
science can challenge religious teaching because it needs evidence, not only faith. 
Her father assumes that if Ann Veronica studies biology, it will make her less 
religious.  Thus, he does not allow her to study biology. 
c. Being Irrational 
       Ann Veronica lives in the society where its people have strong belief that 
women are irrational while men are rational. Women are irrational because they 
are guided by their emotions rather than their logical thinking. They are perceived 
as delicate, emotional and sensitive. In other hand, men are rational because they 
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are guided by their logical thinking rather than their emotion. They perceived as 
logic, sensible and insensitive. The society presumes that women’s emotion 
influences the way women make a decision. Because of it, women need to be led 
by men so they can make a reasonable decision. These labels people give to 
women are real constraints for them because women do not have freedom to 
decide something for themselves.   
   This also happens to Ann Veronica. Her father regards her as immature. She is 
not grown up yet that’s why her father needs to take care of her as shown in this 
passage: 
"You are going to treat me as though I wasn't. Well, I don't think that's 
fair." 
"Your ideas of fairness--" he remarked, and discontinued that sentence. 
"My dear girl," he said, in a tone of patient reasonableness, "you are a 
mere child. You know nothing of life, nothing of its dangers, nothing 
of its possibilities.....” ( Wells, 2014: 20) 
 
Her father, as the oldest man in her family, decides what she should do or not do. 
This is unfair for her because she thinks that she is already mature enough to 
make a decision by herself without the need of her father’s approval. She is 
already 22 years old, but everything she should do must be under permission of 
her father. When Ann Veronica wants to study biology, she also needs her father's 
approval. However, it turns out that her father does not grant her request. The 
following quotation shows Ann Veronica’s father tells her to follow his decision 
for her because he thinks she is irrational. 
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“What nonsense is this? What raving! My dear child, you DO live, you 
DO exist!......That — that isn’t living! You are beside yourself. You don’t 
know what you ask nor what you say nor what you learn. You have 
neither reason nor logic. I am sorry to seem to hurt you, but all I say is 
for your good.” (Wells, 2014:23) 
 
     The passage implies that Ann Veronica’s father presumes Ann Veronica as 
being irrational. He thinks that it would be better for Ann Veronica to just stay at 
home instead of studying biology in London. This Assumption has correlation 
with the stereotype that women are domestic, where their right place is inside the 
house, dealing with household duties. 
2. Marginalization towards women 
       Marginalization is the powerlessness and exclusion experienced by a group, 
resulting from an inequality of control of ‘resources and power structures’ within 
society (Kenny, 1992: 22). In gender, marginalization occurs when men's rights 
are considered more important than the rights of women. In pursuing her dream to 
study in the biology subject, Ann Veronica experiences two kinds of 
marginalization: being discouraged and being discriminated. 
 
a. Being Discouraged 
       Discouraging women to pursue their dream is a kind of marginalization. Ann 
Veronica is discouraged by all the members of her family to continue her study in 
the Imperial College in London. Ann Veronica shows her seriousness to pursue 
biology to her father by leaving her house. On the contrary, her father does not 
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give support to her and ask her to come back home as shown in the datum below: 
“You understand, then,” he was saying, “you understand?” “I understand,” 
said Ann Veronica, tear-wet and flushed with a reciprocal passion, but 
standing up to him with an equality that amazed even herself, “I 
understand.” She controlled a sob. “Not a penny — not one penny — 
and never darken your doors again!” (Wells, 2014: 77) 
       This passage shows that Ann Veronica’s father marginalizes her by 
discouraging her dream to pursue education in biology. He does not want to 
support her financially and spiritually anymore if she still insists to study biology 
in London. Even though her family tries to discourage her, Ann Veronica does not 
want to give up because she has a strong willing to realize her dreams. She can 
prove to her father that she finally can study biology in the Imperial College in 
London. 
       Ann Veronica’s brother does not want to support her too. Like her father, he 
asks her to come back home instead of pursuing her education as shown in this 
passage below: 
“I’d chuck this lark right off if I were you, Vee,” he said. “I’m five 
years older than you, and no end wiser, being a man. What you’re after 
is too risky. It’s a damned hard thing to do. It’s all very handsome starting 
out on your own, but it’s too damned hard. That’s my opinion, if you ask 
me. There’s nothing a girl can do that isn’t sweated to the bone. You 
square the G.V., and go home before you have to. That’s my advice. If you 
don’t eat humble-pie now you may live to fare worse later. I can’t help 
you a cent. (Wells, 2014: 80) 
 His brother tries to discourage her by telling her to come back home and cancel 
her plan to study in London. He doubts Ann Veronica’s ability to live 
independently. He assumes that Ann Veronica’s condition will be worse if she 
does not want to come back home.  By saying he cannot help her financial shows 
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that Ann Veronica has no one to support her.   
       This kind of marginalization constraints Ann Veronica to achieve her dream 
to study in the Imperial college.  Her family does not want to support her 
financially and emotionally.  For them, Ann Veronica is just a woman who cannot 
become independent on her own. However, Ann Veronica keeps her own choice 
to study Biology. She wants to prove to her family that she can live independently 
even without any support from them. 
 
b. Being Discriminated 
       Society also plays influential aspects of the women’s movement.  In the 
patriarchal society, where women are marginalized from their own family, it will 
make them get the same treatment in the society. Ann Veronica faces financial 
problems After she decides to leave her home because her father totally does not 
give her allowance anymore. She needs to find a job to pay her tuition fee in 
Imperial College and pay the rent. However, she faces difficulties to find a job 
because she is a woman. In Ann veronica’s society, the duty of a woman is in the 
domestic life. This phenomenon makes the society regards that women do not 
have enough talent to take a part in the working world. Women do not have a 
chance to find a better job because their talents are underestimated by men.  
      Society discriminates women by limiting the kind of jobs that they can do. 
Mostly, women can only work in teaching and something related to domesticity 
such as cleaning or laundry. After Ann Veronica arrives in London, she tries to 
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get a job in order to cover her living cost. However, it turns out that she cannot get 
the job she qualifies for. As reflected in the passages below: 
Slowly and reluctantly she came to realize that Vivie Warren was what is 
called an "ideal." There were no such girls and no such positions. No 
work that offered was at all of the quality she had vaguely postulated for 
herself. (Wells, 2014: 84) 
 
 That passage above explains that Ann Veronica gets discrimination to get a job 
because she is a woman.  From that it is clear to see that in finding workers, the 
first thing the employers consider is whether the job seekers are women or men, 
not the quality they have. Besides the difficulties to find a job, women do not get 
equal income with men either.  
And then we're underpaid and sweated—it's dreadful to think how we 
are sweated! (Wells, 2014: 14). 
       Women in Ann Veronica’s society still get discriminated because men have a 
better income than women. Women make the same or more efforts than men but 
they still get less income than men.  What they do for their job is not equal to the 
salary they get from the employer. This phenomenon leads to another 
discrimination for women in Ann Veronica’s society. Not only being 
discriminated in the working world, women also being discriminated to rent 
apartment independently. Before Ann Veronica finally finds a flat to stay, she gets 
a rejection from some landlords.  This condition shows that the discrimination 
towards women becomes the constraint for Ann Veronica to pursue her education 
in the biology subject in the Imperial College. 
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3. Subordination towards women 
       Subordination of women means women have an inferior position than men. In 
the patriarchal society, there is an assumption that women’s role is lower than 
men. It makes women regarded as not important as men (Sultana, 2010:7). One of 
the examples of women’s subordination is the preferences of boys over girls. 
Parents will think that their sons will be the leader of the family later, so they 
deserve higher education than their daughters. This will make women less 
important than men. The gender differences and the stereotype between men and 
women influences this subordination. It puts women in lower position than men. 
There are two kinds of subordination that can be found in the novel: women 
cannot become a decision maker in the family and daughters have less privileges 
than sons. 
 
a. Women cannot become a decision maker in the family 
      One characteristic of Victorian manhood roles of a father is full authority. It 
means that a father has an absolute right in the family (Kent, 1979:142). There is a 
certain value for a woman in the family that before she gets married, she is fully 
under control of her father. The father is the paymaster handing over the means of 
his daughter freedom   
          In the patriarchal society, it is common that man becomes the leader of the 
family. As the leader of the family, men have right to decide what other family 
members should do or should not do.  In Ann Veronica family, the father becomes 
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the decision maker. Ann Veronica faces the obstacles to get education because her 
life is guided and controlled by her father.  As the decision maker, her father 
makes her unable to have freedom to choose what she should do with her life 
because everything must be under the permission of her father. The father is the 
paymaster handing over the means of her freedom.  Her father assumes that as 
long as she lives in his house, she should follow her father’s ideas. The way Ann 
Veronica’s father treats her daughter is based on his images of a daughter. He sees 
a daughter as his own property, whom he can do everything he wants to do to her. 
This can be seen below: 
His instinct was in the direction of considering his daughters his absolute 
property, bound to obey him, his to give away or his to keep to be a 
comfort in his declining years just as he thought fit. About this conception 
of ownership, he perceived and desired a certain sentimental glamour, he 
liked everything properly dressed, but it remained ownership. Ownership 
seemed only a reasonable return for the cares and expenses of a daughter’s 
upbringing. (Wells, 2014:11) 
 
       He thinks that because he raises her daughter, he has a full right to control 
her. He presumes that his dictatorial way in leading his family is a reasonable 
return for the costs that he needs to provide for his daughter’s nurturing. This kind 
of family role becomes Ann veronica’s constraint to pursue her education because 
her father has a different idea about Ann Veronica’s education. The relationship 
between father and daughter as explained above is in line with the Kent statement 
(1979: 345) “Father is the master and the daughter is his soft slavery”. The master 
here means that the father has an absolute right to her daughter and she must 
follow his commands. 
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b. Women have less privileges than men       
        In Ann Veronica’s society, it is common if sons are given more priorities 
than women. It is because later men will be the leaders in the family or in the 
society.  Being treated differently with men in the family shows condition that 
women are subordinated by men’s supremacy. This subordination also happens in 
Ann Veronica’s family. Ann Veronica’s father treats his son and daughter 
unfairly. He lets his son go to reach his dreams while he keeps his daughter at 
home, waiting someone to marry her. It can be seen below: 
Her two brothers had gone out into the world well ahead of her, and 
she had made what she could for her father. But he was not a father one 
could make much of. He had, however, a brilliant career for his two sons, 
and, with a certain human amount of wrapping and delay, they were 
pursuing these. One was in the Indian Civil Service and one in the rapidly 
developing motor business. He had no ideas about daughters. They 
happen to a man. But a little daughter is one thing and a daughter is quite 
another (Wells, 2014: 10) 
 
       It implies that the son has more dominant roles than the daughter in the 
family. Ann’s Veronica’s father gives a full freedom to his sons while in the other 
hand, he does not give her daughter the same opportunity. Her brothers have more 
privileges than her such as getting higher education and getting more financial 
support. It is based on the opinion in the society that men will be the breadwinners 
while women will be the housekeepers. Ann Veronica is treated as less important 
than her brothers.  
       Because she is considered as less important than her brothers, it makes her get 
no support to pursue her education in biology at the Imperial College. If she gets 
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support from her family, it will be easier for her to pursue her education. This 
kind of subordination is unfair for women. Because of the opinion that daughters 
are less important than sons make women get less chance to pursue their dreams 
than men. 
4. Violence towards Women 
       Violence is an attack or invasion against the physical and mental integrity of a 
person's psychology (Fakih, 1996: 17). One of the forms of violence that happen 
in the society is based on gender. Basically, gender violence is caused by the 
inequality power between men and women which make women get physical or 
mental abuse from men. Gender Violence is intended to establish and maintain 
control over family, household members, intimate partners, colleagues, 
individuals or groups.  
       Gender violence also happens in the novel. Ann Veronica experiences gender 
violence in the form of sexual harassment from her colleague.  After Ann 
Veronica cannot get the job she qualified for, she tries to borrow money from her 
friend, a middle class married man called Ramage. In the beginning, Ramage is 
nice to her but   it turns out that he tries to take advantage of Ann Veronica’s 
difficult condition as shown in the datum below:  
"Mr. Ramage," she said, clinging to her one point, "I want to get out of 
this horrible little room. It has all been a mistake. I have been stupid and 
foolish. Will you unlock that door?" 
"Never!" he said. "Confound your lover! Look here! Do you really think I 
am going to run you while he makes love to you? No fear! I never heard of 
anything so cool. If he wants you, let him get you. You're mine. I've paid 
for you and helped you, and I'm going to conquer you somehow--if I 
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have to break you to do it. Hitherto you've seen only my easy, kindly side. 
But now confound it! how can you prevent it? I will kiss you." ( Wells, 
2014 :129) 
 
       Mr. Ramage tells Ann Veronica that he wants her, but then Ann Veronica 
rejects him by saying that she already loves somebody else. But then Ramage gets 
angry and tries to do sexual harassment to her.  He said that as long as she 
borrows his money, she is under his control. From his marital status, it implies 
that he wants Ann Veronica to become his mistress as the return of the financial 
support he gives to her. It represents that in the Victorian society, it is common for 
a married middle-class man to have a mistress who in return for her economical 
support, providing his sexual satisfaction.  The mistress is expected to be faithful 
to the man. Mistress is very common, but still taboo in Victorian society. If a 
wealthy man takes on a mistress, she will not just be for sex, he has to "keep" her 
as well. In the Victorian Era, it is encouraged for men to marry within their class 
(Vicinus, 1973 :77).  
       The violence of women becomes part of Ann Veronica’s constraint to get 
education in the biology. She borrows Ramage’s money because at the beginning 
Ramage supports women’s independence. However, later it turns out that he just 
wants to take advantage of her.  It reveals that men who treat women nicely 
actually also have their hidden motives towards women. It challenges Ann 
Veronica to continue pursuing her dream to study biology. 
 
 56 
 
B. Ann Veronica’s Struggles to Get Higher Education 
       Women and men should have an equal right to get education. It is unfair for 
women because the society regards that education for women is not important. 
Women should be educated rationally so that they can contribute to society.  A 
lack of education and a focus on appearance and satisfaction of male needs has led 
women to appear stupid and superficial. This is not an innate weakness, but a 
socially conditioned one (Wolenscraft, 1992: 143). 
      The Society where Ann Veronica lives regards that women do not deserve 
higher education. Women can only study in the women’s college. Such a 
condition makes Ann Veronica conscious that she has to struggle to achieve her 
dream to study in biology. Although she gets some problems that constraint her to 
achieve her goal, she keeps her struggle to realize it. She has to prove other people 
that she is not only able to get education but also to be an independent woman 
who has a freedom to make a decision for her life. Here are some efforts done by 
Ann Veronica to get higher education: having courage, being independent, and 
having seriousness in learning. 
1. Having Courage 
       As a woman who lives in a patriarchal society where women’s right is 
restricted, it takes a real courage for Ann Veronica to reach her goal. Moreover, 
her family does not support her either. The situation leads her to study by herself 
without getting any support from neither her family nor the society. Her struggle 
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to get education is started by having courage. She is brave enough to make a 
decision for herself by leaving her home for freedom and fighting insecurity. 
a. Leaving Her Family for Freedom 
       Ann Veronica’s society thinks that home is the most suitable place for 
women, a safe place where men set women apart from the harsh life. As a safe 
place, women are expected to find comfort in home, doing light activities such as 
sewing, gardening, cooking and mothering. However, in the contrary, home 
becomes a symbol of suppression for women because women are only allowed to 
do something which has connection with the domestic life. It becomes unfair for 
women because women also want to have a chance to develop themselves. 
Women should have right to take part in the outside home, such as getting higher 
education. This phenomenon also happens in the Ann Veronica’s family. She does 
not have a fair chance to develop herself as her brothers have. However, she does 
not want to give up her dream. She tries to fight to get what she wants because she 
believes that women also have the same right as men. It takes a real courage for 
Ann Veronica because she is not only fighting against her family but also fighting 
against her society. 
       Ann Veronica comes from a respectable middle-class family. She has a 
comfortable life which everything she needs is already being taking care of her 
father. She lives in a good house with some servants who are always ready to 
serve her. She also gets monthly allowances from her father. Thus, she does not 
need to worry about her financial issues. Actually, she already has an equate 
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standard of living without she needs to bother about her education. However, for 
Ann Veronica, the most important thing in her life is to have freedom, including 
freedom to get a better education for herself. Because her father restricts her 
desire to study in London, Ann Veronica decides to leave her home and fight for 
her goal. She is so fearless to leave her comfort zone and face the hardship, 
reaching her dream to study in biology without any support from her father and 
her society. There is only one family who has the same idea with Ann Veronica, 
called the Widgets. However, instead of getting support from them, they also 
doubt Ann Veronica’s decision to leave her home as shown in this passage: 
“My God!” said Teddy, more impressively than ever. 
“But what are you going to do?” asked Hetty. 
“What can one do?” asked Ann Veronica. “Would you stand it? I’m going 
to clear out.” 
“Clear out?” cried Hetty. 
“Go to London,” said Ann Veronica. 
She had expected sympathetic admiration, but instead the whole Widgett 
family, except Teddy, expressed a common dismay. “But how can you?” 
asked Constance. “Who will you stop with?” (Wells, 2014: 61) 
 
        The passage shows that even people who support the equality between men 
and women to get higher education question Ann Veronica’s decision to leave her 
home. It means it really takes a big courage for Ann Veronica to leave her home 
and start an independent life. As a woman who is only trained to be in the 
domestic life, she does not have any experiences about life outside. She needs to 
figure out everything by herself. She leaves her home without having a fixed plan 
where she will stay and what she will do. She also does not have someone who 
will help her once she gets to London.  
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         Besides having a courage to take consequences from her family, Ann 
Veronica also has a courage to take the consequences that society might respond 
to her decision. Ann Veronica has a good relationship with her friends and the 
society.  They see her as a cheerful and lovable person. However, she chooses to 
leave it behind and starts her new life in the unknown place. Her courage to leave 
her family also has an impact to the way the society sees her.  Her aunt comes to 
London and tries to persuade her to come back home, reminding her how the 
society will react about her decision as reflected in the passage below: 
”think of what people will say !” that became a refrain.”think of what 
Lady Palsworthy will say! Think of what”—so-and-so—“will say! What 
are we to tell people? (Wells, 2014: 74) 
 
       From the datum above, it can be seen that Ann Veronica’s family is regarded 
as a respectable middle-class family in her society. Ann Veronica has a duty to 
maintain her family pride in the society. The society still thinks that it is 
inappropriate for a single girl to live alone without her family. However, Ann 
Veronica does not care with the society views towards her or her family because 
the most important thing for her is to be able to study biology.  
       Ann Veronica shows that woman also can make decision for herself and be 
responsible for her decision. Making a decision for herself means that Ann 
Veronica should leave her family and struggle to live by her own without any 
support from her family, mentally and financially. This condition does not make 
her becomes afraid. She decides to leave her comfortable home and faces the 
obstacles as the consequences of her decision to achieve her dream. 
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b. Living without protection 
       Women in Ann Veronica’s society are portrayed as weak and dependent. 
While in the other hand, men are portrayed as strong. The society does not give 
chance to women to be able guarding themselves. When women try to be 
independent, they will face hardship because they do not have anyone to protect 
them. It also happens with Ann Veronica. As a single woman, she has her father 
to protect her from any threats. However, Ann Veronica faces a financial problem 
because her father does not want to fund herself after she leaves her home. It 
becomes a big challenge for Ann Veronica to start her independent life without 
depending on her father anymore. Financial problem becomes the biggest threat 
for Ann Veronica because the society also does not give the same right to women 
to be able earning money by themselves.  Such a condition does not make Ann 
Veronica feels afraid. She still decides to leave her home and try to be financially 
independent. 
      As a single woman who lives alone, Ann Veronica should protect herself 
without her father surveillance. Ann Veronica has a courage to fight a sexual 
assault by her colleague. After Ann Veronica cannot get the job she qualified for, 
she tries to borrow money from her friend, a middle class married man called 
Ramage. In the beginning Ramage is nice to her, but it turns out that he tries to 
take advantage of Ann Veronica’s difficult condition as shown in the datum 
below:  
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"for a while he threatened her. “You have put all your life in my hands,” 
he declared. Think of what that check you endorsed. There it is against 
you. At intervals Ann Veronica demanded to go and made short 
movements doorward. She went past three keenly observant and 
ostentatiously preoccupied waiters down the thick carpeted staircase and 
out of the Hotel Rococo " ( Wells, 2014 :129) 
 
       Mr. Ramage tells Ann Veronica that he loves her but then Ann Veronica 
rejects him by saying that she already loves somebody else. But then Ramage gets 
angry and tries to do sexual harassment to her.  He said that as long as she lends 
his money, she is under his control. Looking at his married status, it implies that 
he wants Ann Veronica to become his mistress as the return of the financial 
support he gives to her.  Ramage tries to control her because he provides her 
financial support. However, Ann Veronica does not want to give up. She does not 
want to be controlled by Ramage. She confronts him by breaking down the door 
and run downstairs. She has courage to defend herself eventough she borrows 
Ramage’s money. 
2. Proving Her Ability to Reach Her Goal 
       Ann Veronica keeps her own choice to study biology. Because of it, she has 
to live on her own and does not depend anymore to her family, especially her 
father.  There are two kinds of struggle Ann veronica does to prove her ability to 
reach her goal: trying hard to be financially independent and studying for 
knowledge. 
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a. Trying hard to be financially independent 
       Coming from a wealthy family does not mean that Ann Veronica can easily 
get financial support from her family. Her family tries to discourage her by not 
giving her allowance but she does not want to give up. Leaving her home means 
Ann Veronica needs money to pay her needs to start her life in London. Ann 
Veronica collects some of her belonging as shown in this passage: 
“She had a gold watch, a very  good gold watch that had been her 
mother’s, a pearl necklace that was also pretty good, some unpretending 
rings, some silver bangles and a few other such as inferior trinkets, three 
pounds thirteen shillings unspent of her dress and book allowance and a 
few good salable books” ( Wells, 2014: 60) 
 
       From the passage, it can be seen that Ann Veronica sells her precious gold 
watch from her mother to buy a ticket to London.  Her mother dies when she is 
thirteen years old, but she still keeps her watch until now when she is already 
twenty one years old. She keeps her mother’s watch for almost nine years. It 
shows how precious the watch for her because it is the only thing that reminds her 
about her mother.   However, she  sacrifices  the watch so she will be able to buy 
a train ticket to London.        
        Ann Veronica tries to get a job once she arrives in London. She does not 
know how to get a job because this is the first time for her to apply for a job.  She 
tries to figure it out by herself how people apply for a job. The first job she finds 
is being a governess or an assistant schoolmistress. However, this job does not fit 
her well as reflected in this passage: 
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“No work that offered was at all of the quality she had vaguely postulated 
for herself…..One main avenue was for her to become a sort of 
salaried accessory wife or mother, to be a governess or an assistant 
schoolmistress, or a very high type of governess-nurse (Wells, 2014: 84) 
 
The passage shows that the job does not fit for Ann Veronica because the main 
duty of governess is to teach girls so they will be ready for domestic chore. This is 
in contrast to her condition. She leaves her home and tries to have an independent 
living because she wants to chase her dream for education. If she accepts this job 
it means that it is not in line with her choice of life. 
       Ann Veronica wants to get a job that allows her to study. She needs to get a 
proper job which is possible for her to spare her time between study and work. 
Ann Veronica tries to apply for another position such as in the secretarial offices 
and hotel receptionist, however all of her applications are rejected. All these jobs 
are low paid and expect her full time as reflected in this passage: 
There was also curious interview in the big hotel with a middle aged 
woman . She did not think Ann Veronica would do as her companion 
And nearly all these things were fearfully ill-paid. They carried no more 
bare subsistence wages; and they demanded all her time and energy. 
(Wells, 2014: 84) 
 
The datum shows that as a woman it is hard for Ann Veronica to get a proper job. 
Moreover, she wants to work and also study. Even though at the end Ann 
Veronica cannot find a job, it still shows that Ann Veronica has a strong willing to 
be financially independent by trying hard to find a job.  Ann Veronica has put 
some efforts instead of just giving up. 
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       Ann Veronica tries another way to finance herself and her study after so many 
failed attempts in finding a job.  She makes an effort to get a loan, but it is 
impossible for her to get a loan from a bank.  She tries to talk to Ramage, her best 
friend in London. Ann Veronica regards Ramage as her best friend because he 
seems to support her. Ramage offers her to borrow from him with five percent 
profit. After some consideration, Ann Veronica finally takes the loan because she 
does not get enough money from her pearl necklace. She asks Ramage to spare 
her 40 pounds and he agrees with it as shown in this passage: 
“Yes, I will. I’ll give you an uncrossed check, and then you can get it at 
the bank here, quite close by.... You’d better not have all the money on 
you; you had better open a small account in the post-office and draw it 
out a fiver at a time. That won’t involve references, as a bank account 
would—and all that sort of thing. The money will last longer, and—it 
won’t bother you.” (Wells, 2014: 98) 
 
       From the passage above, it can be seen that Ramage agrees to lend her money 
and he suggests her to open an account in the post office rather than in the bank. 
Because it will be so much easier for her to make an account and draw her money 
in the post office. As a single woman who lives alone, it is even hard for her to put 
her own money in the bank so it is impossible for her to take a loan from the bank. 
It means that taking a loan from him is the only choice she has at that time. She 
uses some of the money to enroll biology course at the Imperial college.  Later, 
she pays her debt to Ramage when she gets money from her father. She finally 
makes a decision to reconcile with her father after he sends her a letter on the 
Christmas eve asking her to come back home as shown in this passage: 
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“.......This roof is still open to you. You will not be taunted if you return 
and everything that can be done will be done to make you happy. We 
fail altogether to understand your motives in doing what you are doing 
......”please come home. You will not find me unreasonable with you.” 
(Wells, 2014: 99) 
 
       The passage shows that Ann Veronica’s father asks Ann Veronica to come 
back home and he says that he will not restrict her anymore. He will do everything 
to make Ann Veronica happy. It means that her father will give her freedom to do 
everything she wants. It becomes the symbol of victory for Ann Veronica because 
after her effort to go to London and live independently, her father realizes that he 
treats her wrong and asks her to come back home and discusses everything with 
her father again. Her father finally allows her to study biology in London. It 
shows that her family also plays a significant role to her success of studying 
biology in the unversity. It is not only to prove that she is able to study biology 
but also to make her family realize that her choice to study biology is not 
something to be ashamed. Ann Veronica shows to her family that as a woman, she 
also has right to get higher education. 
b. Studying for knowledge 
      Ann Veronica lives in the patriarchal society who believes on the 
characteristic that women should look less smart. While in the other hand, men 
should initiate intelligent characteristics. It is based on the gender role that women 
are feminine while men are masculine. The society thinks that  higher education is 
not important for women because it will not be used in the domesticity.  As a 
woman in her family, Ann Veronica does not have freedom to educate herself.  
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Her family restricts her right of getting access to education. She can only learn 
something that's useful for domesticity. Ann Veronica’s family examines what 
book she should read. Because of it, she needs to smuggle books that might be 
forbidden by her family instead of bringing them openly. She read privately 
without her aunt concern.  
       Ann Veronica has interest on the biology subject. She wants to take higher 
education in the biology at Imperial college but her father only allows her to study 
biology in the Tredgold college, a college which is only for women. He does not 
approve her desire to study in the university. She wants to study in the Imperial 
college because it is a good university to study biology. After she can enter the 
university, Ann Veronica uses most of her time to make some experiments in the 
laboratory. She has a strong willing to study hard for her education as shown in 
this passage: 
“.... Ann Veronica worked hard at her biology during those closing 
weeks. .... She was keenly resolved to do well in the school examination, 
and not to be drowned in the seas of emotion that threatened to submerge 
her intellectual being” (Wells, 2014 :202) 
 
 From the passage above, it can be seen that Ann Veronica is able to study 
biology. She studies hard and focuses on her examination. It is certain that Ann 
Veronica can pass her examination in her last semester. She finally reaches her 
goal to study in the Imperial College with a good mark. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION 
       After analyzing Ann Veronica’s struggle to get higher education in H.G 
Well’s Ann Veronica from the feminist perspective, the conclusion can be made 
as seen in the following:  
1. Ann Veronica lives in the patriarchal society which constraints her to get higher 
education. The inequalities that she faces are stereotypes, marginalization, 
subordination and violence. She is stereotyped as being domestic, being pure and 
being irrational. Besides, Ann veronica is marginalized such as being discouraged 
by her family and being discriminated by the society. Moreover, she faces 
subordination that women cannot become a decision maker in the family and 
women have less privileges than men. The last constraint that she gets is violence, 
which is in the form of sexual assault. 
2. Ann Veronica does not want to give up even though she has many constraints 
to achieve her goal of getting higher education. She makes efforts by having 
courage to leave her family who do not want to support her. She also has courage 
to live alone without protection in finance and safety. There are some ways Ann 
Veronica takes to prove that she is able to reach her goal. She tries hard to be 
financially independent and studying hard for knowledge. She finally can study on 
the subject, which is biology. Ann veronica’s struggle shows that she not only can 
fight for her goal, but also can make her family realize that she also has the same 
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privileges of higher education. It is proven that finally they support Ann Veronica 
decision to study. 
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APPENDIX I 
THE SYNOPSIS OF H.G WELLS’ ANN VERONICA 
 
Ann Veronica is a 20 years old youngest daughter of Mr. Stanley, she is 
described as an intelligent girl who starts asking about life and who wants to know 
more, to get freedom and adventure. She wants to break off the conventional 
image of a girl. As mostly Victorian girl, Ann Veronica also has some injustice 
treatments from her father. At home, she forced to do women activities such calls, 
tennis, reading novels, walks, and do housework in her father house. She is 
expected to be a good and obedience daughter for her family. She quarrels with 
him about the rules.  
She wants to get higher education in biology at the Imperial College but 
her father does not allow her. As a Victorian woman, she only can study 
something that related to the domesticity. Her struggle to study starts when her 
father forbids her to attend a fancy-dress ball in London. She wants to go to the 
ball because she wants to get a new experience and to learn in the art class. 
Unfortunately, her father does not receive her reasons. Because of her desire to get 
education for herself, she chooses to leave her family and start to reach her dream 
on her own. As a girl who lives alone without her family, she faces so many 
obstacles in getting financial independent and her security. Unable to find 
appropriate job in the first time, she borrows forty pounds from Mr.  Ramage, an 
older man, without realizing she is compromising herself. It turns out that Ramage 
only wants her for becoming his mistress. Later, she gave back Ramage’s money 
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after she gets money from her father. Her father finally realizes that she also has 
right to study. 
She also finds many phenomena of women’s life there. They live under 
position of men’s domination, she got annoys of this condition. She wants to 
make women’s life are better socially, economically and politically. She devotes 
herself to the women’s organization in London and follow suffrage 
demonstration. She is arrested and spends a month in prison. After getting out 
from the prison, she finishes her study with a good mark.  
After her relationship with her father is getting better, she returns to her 
father's home and engages herself to marry an admirer she does not love, Hubert 
Manning. However, she changes her mind soon and renounces the engagement; 
she realizes she should pursue her love. She falls in love with Chapes, her 
laboratories tutor in the university.  A final chapter shows they become a happy 
couple after four years and four months living in London. Capes has become a 
successful playwright and Ann Veronica is pregnant.  
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APPENDIX II 
THE DATA 
 
 
A. The kinds of Inequalities Ann Veronica faces for Getting Higher Education 
No Category Sub- category Quotation Explanation Page/ 
Chapter 
1 Stereotypes towards women Being domestic “Do you mean, aunt,” she asked, 
“that my father thought I had gone 
off—with some man?” 
What else COULD he think? Would 
any one DREAM you would be so 
mad as to go off alone?” 
After – after what had happened the 
night before?  
Her father stereotypes 
her as being domestic 
73/ 6 
2 Stereotypes towards women Being  pure She read voraciously, and presently, 
because of her aunt’s censorship, she 
took to smuggling any books she 
thought might be prohibited, instead 
of bringing them home openly, and 
she went to the theatre she could 
produce an acceptable friend to 
accompany her  
 
 
Ann Veronica’s aunt 
forbids her to read 
some books in order 
to maintain her 
purity.  
12/1 
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No Category Sub- category Quotation Explanation Page/ 
Chapter 
3 Stereotypes towards women Being  pure “Now look here, Veronica, let us be 
plain with each other. You are not 
going to that infidel Russel’s classes. 
You are not going anywhere but to 
the Tredgold College. I have though 
that out, and you must make up your 
mind to it. All short of considerations 
come in. While you live in my house 
you must follow my ideas”  
Her father does not 
allow Ann Veronica 
to study biology 
because it will make 
her less religious 
21/1 
4 Stereotypes towards women Being Irrational "You are going to treat me as though 
I wasn't. Well, I don't think that's 
fair." 
"Your ideas of fairness--" he 
remarked, and discontinued that 
sentence. "My dear girl," he said, in a 
tone of patient reasonableness, "you 
are a mere child. You know nothing 
of life, nothing of its dangers, 
nothing of its possibilities.....”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Being stereotyped as 
irrational, her father 
considers her as 
immature 
20/1 
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No Category Sub- category Quotation Explanation Page/ 
Chapter 
5 Stereotypes towards women Being Irrational “What nonsense is this? What 
raving! My dear child, you DO live, 
you DO exist!......That — that isn’t 
living! You are beside yourself. You 
don’t know what you ask nor what 
you say nor what you learn. You 
have neither reason nor logic. I am 
sorry to seem to hurt you, but all I 
say is for your good.”  
Being stereotyped as 
irrational by her 
father 
90/7 
6 Marginalization towards women Being Discouraged “You understand, then,” he was 
saying, “you understand?” “I 
understand,” said Ann Veronica, 
tear-wet and flushed with a 
reciprocal passion, but standing up to 
him with an equality that amazed 
even herself, “I understand.” She 
controlled a sob. “Not a penny — not 
one penny — and never darken your 
doors again!”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
her father discourages 
her dreams to study 
biology by stopping 
her allowance 
54/4 
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No Category Sub- category Quotation Explanation Page/ 
Chapter 
7 Marginalization towards women Being Discouraged “I’d chuck this lark right off if I were 
you, Vee,” he said. “I’m five years 
older than you, and no end wiser, 
being a man. What you’re after is too 
risky. It’s a damned hard thing to do. 
It’s all very handsome starting out on 
your own, but it’s too damned hard. 
That’s my opinion, if you ask me. 
There’s nothing a girl can do that 
isn’t sweated to the bone. You square 
the G.V., and go home before you 
have to. That’s my advice. If you 
don’t eat humble-pie now you may 
live to fare worse later. I can’t help 
you a cent.  
Being discouraged by 
her brother, she also 
does not get financial 
support from him 
80/6 
8 Marginalization towards women Being Discriminated Slowly and reluctantly she came to 
realize that Vivie Warren was what is 
called an "ideal." There were no such 
girls and no such positions. No work 
that offered was at all of the quality 
she had vaguely postulated for 
herself.  
 
 
 
 
 
Being discriminated 
in the society, she 
cannot get a proper 
job 
99/ 7 
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No Category Sub- category Quotation Explanation Page/ 
Chapter 
9 Marginalization towards women Being Discriminated And then we're underpaid and 
sweated—it's dreadful to think how 
we are sweated!. 
Being discriminated 
in the society, women 
get lower salary than 
men 
14/1 
10 Subordination towards women Women cannot become a 
decision maker in the 
family 
His instinct was in the direction of 
considering his daughters his 
absolute property, bound to obey 
him, his to give away or his to keep 
to be a comfort in his declining years 
just as he thought fit. About this 
conception of ownership, he 
perceived and desired a certain 
sentimental glamour, he liked 
everything properly dressed, but it 
remained ownership. Ownership 
seemed only a reasonable return for 
the cares and expenses of a 
daughter’s upbringing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Being subordinated in 
the family, everything 
she does should be 
under permission of 
her father  
11/ 1 
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No Category Sub- category Quotation Explanation Page/ 
Chapter 
11 Subordination towards women Women have less 
priviligies than men 
Her two brothers had gone out into 
the world well ahead of her, and she 
had made what she could for her 
father. But he was not a father one 
could make much of. He had, 
however, a brilliant career for his 
two sons, and, with a certain human 
amount of wrapping and delay, they 
were pursuing these. One was in the 
Indian Civil Service and one in the 
rapidly developing motor business. 
He had no ideas about daughters. 
They happen to a man. But a little 
daughter is one thing and a daughter 
is quite another  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Being subordinated in 
the family, she does 
not have a fair chance 
to develop herself 
like her brothers 
56/4 
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No Category Sub- category Quotation Explanation Page/ 
Chapter 
12 Violence towards women  "Never!" he said. "Confound your 
lover! Look here! Do you really 
think I am going to run you while he 
makes love to you? No fear! I never 
heard of anything so cool. If he 
wants you, let him get you. You're 
mine. I've paid for you and helped 
you, and I'm going to conquer you 
somehow--if I have to break you to 
do it. Hitherto you've seen only my 
easy, kindly side. But now confound 
it! how can you prevent it? I will kiss 
you." 
Her colleague tries to 
do sexual harassment 
to Ann Veronica 
88/7 
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B. Ann Veronica’s struggle to Get Higher Education 
 
No Category Sub- category Quotation Explanation Page/ 
Chapter 
1 Having Courage Leaving Her Family for 
Freedom 
“My God!” said Teddy, more 
impressively than ever. 
“But what are you going to do?” 
asked Hetty. 
“What can one do?” asked Ann 
Veronica. “Would you stand it? I’m 
going to clear out.” 
“Clear out?” cried Hetty. 
“Go to London,” said Ann Veronica. 
She had expected sympathetic 
admiration, but instead the whole 
Widgett family, except Teddy, 
expressed a common dismay. “But 
how can you?” asked Constance. 
“Who will you stop with?”  
Even the family who 
support the idea of 
higher education for 
women question her 
decision to leave 
61/5 
2 Having Courage Leaving Her Family for 
Freedom 
”think of what people will say !” that 
became a refrain.”think of what Lady 
Palsworthy will say! Think of 
what”—so-and-so—“will say! What 
are we to tell people?  
The society would 
give a negative 
respond to her 
leaving 
74/6 
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No Category Sub- category Quotation Explanation Page/ 
Chapter 
3 Having Courage Living without protection "for a while he threatened her. “You 
have put all your life in my hands,” 
he declared. Think of what that 
check you endorsed. There it is 
against you. At intervals Ann 
Veronica demanded to go and made 
short movements doorward. She 
went past three keenly observant and 
ostentatiously preoccupied waiters 
down the thick carpeted staircase and 
out of the Hotel Rococo "  
Living without 
protection, she needs 
to defend a sexual 
assault by herself 
129/9 
4 Proving Her Ability to Reach Her 
Goal 
Trying hard to be 
financially independent 
“She had a gold watch, a very good 
gold watch that had been her 
mother’s, a pearl necklace that was 
also pretty good, some unpretending 
rings, some silver bangles and a few 
other such as inferior trinkets, three 
pounds thirteen shillings unspent of 
her dress and book allowance and a 
few good salable books” ( Wells, 
2014: 60) 
Trying hard to be 
independent, she 
sells her precious 
watch from her 
mother 
60/5 
5 Proving Her Ability to Reach Her 
Goal 
Trying hard to be 
financially independent 
“One main avenue was for her to 
become a sort of salaried accessory 
wife or mother, to be a governess or 
an assistant schoolmistress, or a very 
high type of governess-nurse (Wells, 
2014: 84) 
The only job 
available for her is 
being a governess 
84/7 
 84 
 
No Category Sub- category Quotation Explanation Page/ 
Chapter 
6 Proving Her Ability to Reach Her 
Goal 
Trying hard to be 
financially independent 
And nearly all these things were 
fearfully ill-paid. They carried no 
more bare subsistence wages; and 
they demanded all her time and 
energy  
She cannot get a 
proper job because 
she is a woman 
90/7 
7 Proving Her Ability to Reach Her 
Goal 
Trying hard to be 
financially independent 
“Yes, I will. I’ll give you an 
uncrossed check, and then you can 
get it at the bank here, quite close 
by.... You’d better not have all the 
money on you; you had better open a 
small account in the post-office and 
draw it out a fiver at a time. That 
won’t involve references, as a bank 
account would—and all that sort of 
thing. The money will last longer, 
and—it won’t bother you.” (Wells, 
2014: 98) 
As a single woman, 
she cannot borrow 
money from bank 
98/7 
8 Proving Her Ability to Reach Her 
Goal 
Trying hard to be 
financially independent 
“.......This roof is still open to you. 
You will not be taunted if you return 
and everything that can be done will 
be done to make you 
happy......”please come home. You 
will not find me unreasonable with 
you.” (Wells, 2014: 99) 
 
Her father realize 
that he treats her 
wrong 
99/7 
 85 
 
No Category Sub- category Quotation Explanation Page/ 
Chapter 
9 Studying for Knowledge Studying for Knowledge “.... Ann Veronica worked hard at 
her biology during those closing 
weeks. .... She was keenly resolved 
to do well in the school examination, 
and not to be drowned in the seas of 
emotion that threatened to submerge 
her intellectual being”  
Ann Veronica finally 
finish her study with 
good marks 
202/15 
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SURAT PERNYATAAN 
Saya yang bertanda tangan di bawah ini: 
Nama                : Amalia Nindy Astuti 
NIM                  :   12211141036 
Universitas       : Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta 
Program Studi : Bahasa dan Sastra Inggris 
Alamat           :  Jalan Gejayan Gang Wora Wari no 16 
Menyatakan bahwa sesungguhnya saya telah melakukan triangulasi data sehubungan dengan 
analisis data yang telah dilakukan oleh mahasiswa yang bernama Uswatun Khasanah dalam 
penelitian berjudul “ANN VERONICA’S STRUGGLE TO GET HIGHER EDUCATION AS 
REFLECTED IN H.G WELLS’ ANN VERONICA: A FEMINIST STUDY”. Apabila terbukti 
pernyataan ini tidak benar, hal ini sepenuhnya menjadi tanggung jawab saya. 
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